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Mr. Speaker, while Congress has the
right to debate this war, it has the re-
sponsibility to help win it as well. That
means letting this new strategy work
through the end of the year, or the be-
ginning of the next, if we are truly se-
rious about a stable Iraq and a safer
America.

——
O 1015
INTRODUCTION OF THE CHIL-

DREN’'S HEALTH AND MEDICARE
PROTECTION ACT

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, as you
just heard, this week House Democrats
unveiled the Children’s Health and
Medicare Protection Act, a bill that re-
authorizes SCHIP, ensures millions of
children receive the care they need,
and protects Medicare for America’s
seniors.

The introduction of the CHAMP pro-
gram comes days after the National
Governors Association, made up of
both Democrats and Republicans,
called for urgent action to reauthorize
the SCHIP program. Unfortunately,
while strengthening SCHIP has broad
bipartisan support from our Nation’s
Governors and in the U.S. Senate, the
Bush administration and some congres-
sional Republicans oppose efforts to
strengthen the program so it does not
continuously run out of money. In-
stead, they are proposing to underfund
the program significantly, which would
cause millions of children to lose cov-
erage.

Mr. Speaker, insuring America’s chil-
dren is an affordable goal. It costs less
than $3.50 a day to cover a child
through SCHIP.

————

DANGER OF DEMOCRAT HEALTH
CARE PLAN

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
health care decisions are often the
most personal and important decisions
ever made, and those decisions should
rightly be made by patients and doc-
tors, not bureaucrats and insurance
companies. So it’s concerning that the
Democrat leadership plan to move for-
ward with a large expansion of Wash-
ington-controlled bureaucratic health
care under the guise of providing care
for children.

The House Democrat plan would cost
$50 to $80 billion, and include children
whose families have an annual income
up to $82,000, making 71 percent of all
children in America eligible for govern-
ment-run socialized medicine, a level
of income where 89 percent of children
already have private health insurance.
Why? Because these Washington politi-
cians believe they can make better
health care decisions for America’s
families. They don’t trust patients, and
they don’t trust doctors.
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As a physician I know that the best
medical decisions are made by patients
and families. The positive solution is
patient-centered health care, making
insurance available to all patients and
families. Let’s put patients in charge,
not Washington. That’s what Ameri-
cans want.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE CHAMP
ACT AND PROVIDING HEALTH
CARE TO 5 MILLION MORE KIDS

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program, or SCHIP, is one of the most
important and worthwhile programs in
our government. It was created with
broad bipartisan support by Congress
in 1997, and provides critical health
care benefits to children whose parents
either cannot afford insurance, or hold
jobs where health insurance benefits
are not provided. Today, 6 million chil-
dren and low-income families have
health care because of this SCHIP pro-
gram.

This week, Democrats in this body
introduced legislation known as the
CHAMP Act, which would reauthorize
SCHIP, preventing it from expiring on
September 30, leaving these 6 million
children without access to health care.

The CHAMP Act would also extend
SCHIP coverage to 5 million additional
uninsured American kids, and ensure
that States have the tools to reach
children who are eligible for the pro-
gram, but are not enrolled.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the CHAMP Act. By passing it,
we will reauthorize SCHIP to protect
health care benefits for up to 6 million
children currently receiving them, and
provide it to an additional 5 million
who desperately need it.

———
COPS

(Mr. KELLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to talk about the appro-
priation bill before us today. This leg-
islation addresses the violent crime
problem head on by investing $100 mil-
lion into the COPS program to put
more cops on the street.

We need additional cops now more
than ever. For example, in my home-
town of Orlando, Florida, we experi-
enced a 123 percent increase in the
murder rate last year. Yesterday I re-
ceived a letter from a 7-year-old boy in
Orlando. He writes, ‘“‘“My name is
Santiago Valera. I am a 7-year-old boy.
I live with my grandma. We live in Or-
lando, Florida. Every day bad people
rob and kill good people. They even
shot my Auntie Connie in her neck. I'm
afraid to go outside and play. I don’t
want someone to kill my little brother
or me or my grandma. Please help us.”
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To Santiago and all the other little
boys and girls of central Florida, please
know that we hear your concerns, and
help is on the way.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIRES). The Chair will remind Members
to refrain from trafficking the well
while other Members are under rec-
ognition.

———

NO PERMANENT BASES IN IRAQ

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Yester-
day, the President of the United States
went to South Carolina to address the
United States military to convince
them that the al Qaeda network in Iraq
is part of the international network of
al Qaeda. But as I rise to support the
legislation that will appear on the floor
today, No Permanent Bases in Iraq, I
rise vigorously to support this impor-
tant legislation, that I have co-spon-
sored.

The National Intelligence Estimate
has been very clear, and that is that al
Qaeda has become stronger because of
our military presence in Iraq. It’s time
now to make the statement and the de-
cision, no permanent military bases of
the United States in Iraq.

Four thousand lives, almost, of our
soldiers have been lost. They are our
heroes. We claim they are our heroes.
They’ve done their job. It is time now,
Mr. President, to redeploy our soldiers
in a safe manner and recognize the mis-
directed war in Iraq, political rec-
onciliation is the answer.

It is time now for the Iraqis and the
Prime Minister to stand up, along with
the sister states in the region, and es-
tablish the reconciliation goverment
for Iraq. Please support No Permanent
Bases in Iraq.

————

THE BIG THREE: MODEL
CORPORATE CITIZENS

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, my friends on the other side
of the aisle are often quick to criticize
corporate America for everything from
outsourcing jobs to poor health care
and retirement benefits for their work-
ers. However, we have some very re-
sponsible corporate citizens that we
call the Big Three. And over the last
century, the Big Three have been the
leaders in providing health care bene-
fits and retirement benefits as well for
their workers. These efforts were actu-
ally crucial in building up the Amer-
ican middle class. GM, for example,
spent $3.3 billion last year on health
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